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HOME SWEET HOME
This is the fi�rst in a series on the impact of the Jackson-

ville Jaguars’ Miller Electric Center.
The Jacksonville Jaguars will eventually have a state-

of-the-art stadium, albeit years down the road. When and
how much it will cost are issues still being determined.

In the meantime, the team does have a new day-to-day
home and workplace to show off� to the city.

The $120 million Miller Electric Center formally
opened Tuesday with a ribbon cutting and media tour.
The organization has been moving into the 18-acre offi�ce
and practice facility in stages during the summer and the
fi�rst training camp practices will begin on two outdoor
fi�elds, with as many as 2,090 fans in attendance, on July
26.

It will be the fi�rst time since 2019 that fans have been
able to watch multiple training camp practices. They will
enjoy seatback chairs (all covered by a roof), cooling fans
and brick-and-mortar restrooms and concession stands.

“I couldn’t have asked for a better birthday present,”
said Jaguars owner Shad Khan, who turned 73 years old
Tuesday. “Our community, city leadership, the football
team and Miller Electric ... everyone had the same vision,
the belief that we can do amazing things in Jacksonville.”

Mayor Donna Deegan also touched on the cooperative
venture, in which the Jaguars and the city split the cost
evenly.

But she said it’s not all about dollars and cents and who
pays how much.

Jacksonville Mayor Donna
Deegan and city councilman
Ron Salem get a tour of the
Jaguars weight room at the
Miller Electric Center after
its grand opening on
Tuesday. PHOTOS BY COREY

PERRINE/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION,

ILLUSTRATION BY MARC JENKINS/

USA TODAY NETWORK

Jaguars formally open $120 million Miller Electric Center
Garry Smits Florida Times-Union | USA TODAY NETWORK

See MILLER CENTER, Page 3C

A sculpture by Mexican
artist Javier Marin, donated
by the Jacksonville
Aviation Authority, has
been relocated from the
airport to outside the Miller
Electric Center.
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team’s Week 14 victory over the Dallas
Cowboys.

Left guard Ben Bartch is also slated to
come back from a season-ending injury,
missing the majority of 2022 after being

Chiefs via free agency earlier this year,
paving the way for the team to draft for-
mer Oklahoma off�ensive lineman Anton
Harrison in the fi�rst round of this year’s
draft.

Still, even with all the turnover and
uncertainty, Jaguars head coach Doug
Pederson and his staff� don’t appear con-
cerned about the team’s unit, expecting it
to remain at a high level because of the
players that are currently on board.

“We know the type of player Cam
(Robinson) is. Obviously, this is a major
injury for him, so coming back off� of in-
jury, but we know who he is. We know
what Walker Little is. We’ve seen him
play at a high level. Obviously, Luke
Fortner held up all 19 games last year, 23
games if you count the four preseason
(games) and (he) did well. He’s going into
Year 2, with much more experience,
[and] obviously stronger,” Pederson said
in June. 

placed on the team’s reserve/injured list
following a loss to the Houston Texans in
Week 5. 

Last year’s starting right tackle, Ja-
waan Taylor, joined the Kansas City

The Jacksonville Jaguars will have a
lot of work to do when training camp
starts Wednesday, July 26. 

That work includes stiff� competition
at several positions and answering some
lingering questions about the team’s ros-
ter.

The Jaguars’ off�ensive line could be at
the forefront of those discussions and
debates as change is on the way due to
multiple factors, including injuries, sus-
pensions and general turnover via NFL
free agency. 

Currently, left tackle Cam Robinson is
slated to go through a four-game suspen-
sion to start the regular season.

Robinson is also coming off� a season-
ending knee injury, suff�ered during the

Jaguars’ O-line to undergo facelift in 2023
Coach Pederson still sees
unit playing at high level

Jaguars offensive tackle Anton Harrison stretches with teammates at the start
of camp session in May at TIAA Bank Field. BOB SELF/FLORIDA TIMES-UNION

Demetrius Harvey
Florida Times-Union | USA TODAY NETWORK

See JAGUARS, Page 3C

Northeast Florida’s new professional
soccer franchise advanced toward a $30
million development of a training site in
northwestern St. Johns County for its
planned teams in both men’s and wom-
en’s leagues, clearing an initial hurdle
Tuesday night with the St. Johns County
board of commissioners.

The board voted 5-0 to “pursue a pos-
sible public partnership” with the JAX-
USL ownership group, the next step to-
ward the launch of soccer teams that
could take the fi�eld by 2025.

The site, upon development, would
become the new training home for North-
east Florida’s fourth professional fran-
chise in men’s soccer and its fi�rst ever in
women’s soccer.

The proposal, termed Project Sham-

rock in the board’s published agenda for
Tuesday’s meeting, is still in the prelimi-
nary stages, but would include facilities
for professional training as well as more
than a dozen fi�elds for community use.

“We felt it was a good opportunity to
work with the county to help address the
fi�eld shortage,” JAXUSL president Steve
Livingstone said Wednesday in a remote
interview with the Times-Union. “We
need training facilities, and we felt it was

good to combine those two eff�orts.”
JAXUSL, an ownership group includ-

ing Livingstone, Ricky Caplin, Tony Alle-
gretti and former Heisman Trophy-win-
ning quarterback Tim Tebow, last year
received a franchise in the USL Champi-
onship, the second tier of competition for
men’s professional soccer in the United
States. 

JAXUSL eyes burgeoning St. Johns County locale for training site
Clayton Freeman
Florida Times-Union | USA TODAY NETWORK

See JAXUSL, Page 6C

MLB in Sports Extra
Look for box scores and more in Sports Extra,
our subscriber-exclusive, eNewspaper section.
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SEATTLE — Early in Rose Lavelle’s
career, the star midfi�elder couldn’t help
but sometimes question spectators’ mo-
tivations. 

Were they coming to watch her play
because they loved soccer and appreci-
ated the beautiful game? Or was it out of
pity? 

“I don’t know exactly how to say this
without it sounding bad, but for so long,
sometimes it felt like charity,” Lavelle
told USA TODAY Sports. “It was like, ‘Oh,
watch women’s soccer. They deserve it.
Please do it for these amazing people.’

“I know it’s coming from a good place,
but I don’t want you to watch me because
you feel bad for me. I want you to watch
me because the game is sick, the product
is sick, the players are amazing. I feel like
that’s where it is now. The fan base is
growing because they love watching the
product.”

No kidding. 
Ahead of the 2023 World Cup, where

the U.S. Women’s National Team is fa-
vored to win a third consecutive title,
women’s sports are exploding in popu-
larity across the globe — and as a result,
money is exploding, too.

To wit: TV ratings for nearly every
major women’s event are up considera-
bly, from the NCAA basketball Final Four
and softball’s Women’s College World
Series to NWSL and WNBA games. Sell-
outs of women’s games are becoming in-
creasingly common. New TV contracts
are set to be negotiated in the coming
years with various NCAA champion-
ships — A recent study commissioned by
the NCAA showed women’s March Mad-
ness alone could be sold for as much as
$100 million a year — and the WNBA,
which is likely to fl�ood women’s teams
and leagues with cash.

World Trade Organization Director-
General Okonjo-Iweala said in May the
2023 World Cup is projected to generate
$220 billion. And though a host country
for the 2027 World Cup has yet to be de-
termined, TV rights are expected to
spark a hotly contested battle between
numerous networks. 

“Resources are pouring into the wom-
en’s game,” said Crystal Dunn, a defend-
er with the USWNT and midfi�elder with
the NWSL’s Portland Thorns. “I think
there’s a massive amount of investment.
That’s where I think the biggest growth
is coming, just people actually putting
money behind (women’s sports).”

Advocates say the growth is long
overdue and it’s been made clear to both
wealthy individuals and companies that
investing in women’s sports now
shouldn’t happen because it’s the right
thing to do, but because it can make
money. Boatloads of it. 

“One thing people in charge aren’t go-
ing to admit, even though it’s true, is that
they’ve been leaving a lot of money on
the table for a long time,” Ellen Staurow-
sky, a professor of sports media at Ithaca
College, told USA TODAY Sports. “There

has been decades of neglect … part of
that is because it was men in positions of
power who were leveraging and exploit-
ing these female athletes — but also,
they weren’t seeing the actual value
women brought to the table.”

‘The richest, deepest’ 
untapped resource

The easiest and most obvious way to
see the growth of women’s sports: Study
the numbers. 

While numerous men’s teams, both
college and professional, have struggled
to bring fans back in the same pre-CO-
VID-19 numbers, attendance for wom-
en’s leagues and teams is skyrocketing. 

In June, data from TeamWork Online
showed both the NWSL and WNBA out-
performing all men’s pro leagues when it
came to attendance growth. The NWSL,
for example, increased game attendance
by 48% compared to last year. In the fi�rst
half of the 2023 WNBA season, ESPN
games jumped 46% in viewership. Less
than 40 days from kickoff� of the World
Cup, Sportico reported 90% of all avail-
able ads on FOX Sports had already been
sold, signifi�cantly outpacing ad sales
just four years ago. 

In May, just one month after the
NWSL announced that a Bay Area team
would start play next season, NWSL
commissioner Jessica Berman said by
2026, the league would expand to 16
teams from its current 12. 

Elsewhere, Utah is bringing back its
franchise, and Boston reportedly will re-
turn to the NWSL as its 15th franchise af-
ter the Boston Breakers folded in 2018.
One week before the World Cup kicked

off�, a Denver investment group an-
nounced its plans to bring professional
women’s soccer to the city, too. The
group plans to host World Cup viewing
parties to help build excitement. The
NWSL’s commitment to adding more
teams faster than originally anticipated
put public pressure on WNBA commis-
sioner Cathy Engelbert to expand, too. 

Even kids are recognizing that wom-
en’s sports are the next wave to catch: At
its press conference announcing its
name and logo, Bay Area FC shared a sto-
ry of an 11-year-old girl who sent the in-
vestor group, headlined by former
USWNT standouts Brandi Chastain and
Aly Wagner, a business plan to launch an
offi�cial Bay Area FC fan club. 

Chastain, whose celebration after
scoring the winning penalty kick at the
1999 World Cup became one of the most
iconic images in the history of sports,
understands why Lavelle feels the way
she does about supporting women
sometimes feeling like charity. But fl�ip-
ping that narrative on its head is part of
why she and Wagner were so passionate
about bringing pro soccer back to the
Bay. 

“I think going back to the fi�rst league
we ever had in the U.S., we always be-
lieved the product was good,” Chastain
said. “We just didn’t have the experience
in building a business around women’s
sports. What we have today is much dif-
ferent and much more robust.”

Women athletes, she said, have been
“yelling it from the mountain tops for
years — we are the richest, deepest re-
source that has been untapped.”

Follow Lindsay Schnell on Twitter:
@Lindsay_Schnell.

2023 WORLD CUP

Women’s sports earning investment 
Lindsay Schnell USA TODAY

“I don’t want you to watch me because you feel bad for me, I want you to watch
me because the game is sick, the product is sick, the players are amazing,” said
United States women’s soccer midfi�elder Rose Lavelle.
BRETT PHIBBS/USA TODAY SPORTS

Jacksonville also received a selection
in May’s initial list of cities for the USL
Super League, the planned women’s pro-
fessional soccer league that intends to
launch next year, although the city’s
team plans a kickoff� in 2025 or 2026.

However, Livingstone emphasized
that while the training site project would
become a valuable step in the club’s
launch, the search for a permanent stadi-
um site remains active. He said the group
continues to explore prospective stadi-
um locations in Duval, Clay and St. Johns
counties. 

FIELDS PLANNED FOR 
BOOMING ST. JOHNS

The complex would be located along
County Road 16A in the western portion
of St. Johns County, just inland from the
St. Johns River. 

The area, located south of Bartram
Trail High School and west of Tocoi Creek
High School, is among several burgeon-
ing regions in a rapidly-growing county:
As estimated by the U.S. Census Bureau,
St. Johns County’s population from April
2020 to July 2022 increased from
273,427 to 306,841, a rise of more than 12
percent in just over two years.

The location is roughly 25 to 30 miles
south of downtown Jacksonville, and
only a few miles from the Shands Bridge
linking St. Johns and Clay counties. 

As planned, the complex would in-
clude the following:

h Up to 15 soccer fi�elds: nine natural
grass, one artifi�cial turf for professionals
and fi�ve multi-purpose synthetic fi�elds
that could also be used for sports includ-
ing baseball and lacrosse.

h An eight-lane athletics track and
mini-stadium, with plans for Special
Olympics and regional events. The ath-
letics venue would include bleachers for
up to 3,000.

h Training headquarters for the men’s
and women’s USL teams, which would
use two of the grass fi�elds and the profes-
sional turf fi�eld.

h Additional amenities such as walk-
ing trails, playground and picnic sites
and parking.

The plan for a park development on
County Road 16A area is not new. In a
presentation prepared by Osports, Cata-
lyst Design Group, Perez Planning Design
and CHW Professional Consultants, dat-
ed March 2023 for the county’s recrea-
tion advisory board, the property is des-
ignated as the 40-acre Central St. Johns
Sportsplex with plans for eight fi�elds. Lo-
cated near the Shearwater and Silverleaf
neighborhoods, the Central St. Johns
Sportsplex is among four parks — the
Northwest, Northeast and Central

Community Parks are the others —
scheduled for development in the coun-
ty’s master plan.

The JAXUSL proposal would nearly
double the number of fi�elds from the
original report. Livingstone said that
JAXUSL would plan to contribute $5 mil-
lion to the site’s development, and said
that the professional club’s involvement
would make the project eligible for fur-
ther funding through a professional
sports facilities tax under Florida law. 

The plan must still clear further hur-
dles. Livingstone said JAXUSL is hoping
to complete a land swap for a 33-acre plot
controlled by the Florida Department of
Transportation, land that is currently
designated for a future retention pond. In
addition, the project is subject to addi-
tional evaluation from the county prior to
fi�nal approval. The parties would also
have to reach an agreement about the
park’s operation and maintenance.

If those steps are cleared, Livingstone
foresees a timetable in which the club

could break ground on the new site in
early 2024, ahead of a potential opening
in 2025. 

SOCCER DESTINATION

The plan, Livingstone said, intends to
make St. Johns County into a soccer des-
tination for more than just the profes-
sional game. 

Citing a study by a Tampa-based con-
sultant, the club envisions that the sports
complex would produce an estimated
annual economic impact between $15
million and $20 million, including re-
gional youth tournaments. 

“They’re coming in for two or three
nights, buying a hotel room, going out to
eat, going out to movies and things like
that,” Livingstone said. “So that money
adds up.”

In addition, the site could also attract
teams from northern USL clubs, Major
League Soccer or even overseas as a base
for preseason training. Counting youth
competitions, JAXUSL estimates up to
30 events per year could take place at the
site.

“These (youth soccer) tournaments
are pretty much passing by Northeast
Florida,” Livingstone said. “They’re being
held in Atlanta, held in Orlando, but we’re
kind of missing out on that.”

The proposal adds to a fl�urry of devel-
opment projects for Northeast Florida
sports.

The ECHL’s Icemen concluded an $18
million renovation of the Community
First Igloo during the past season, base-
ball’s Jumbo Shrimp are planning a $25
million upgrade over three years at 121 Fi-
nancial Ballpark and the Jaguars on
Tuesday opened the new Miller Electric
Center for NFL training. The Jaguars also
announced in June a proposal for a major
renovation of EverBank Stadium in the
coming years.

A rendering of the proposed JAXUSL training site and soccer complex in St.
Johns County. PROVIDED BY JAXUSL

JAXUSL
Continued from Page 1C

For Megan Rapinoe, the 2023 World
Cup is “The Last Dance.”

Netfl�ix announced on Monday that
the streaming service will be fi�lming a
docuseries around the U.S. Women’s
National Team’s run in the tournament,
which kicks off� Thursday in Australia
and New Zealand. The show is slated
for a release this fall and will follow Ra-
pinoe on her last World Cup journey
along with fellow veteran Alex Morgan
as they attempt to capture their three-
peat title. The project will also highlight
the rising stars of the national team, in-
cluding Alyssa Thompson, Sofi�a Huer-
ta, Lynn Williams and Kristie Mewis.

The yet-to-be-titled docuseries will
be executive produced by Emmy win-
ner Connor Schell, who worked on the
hit Michael Jordan project. It will be di-
rected by two-time Emmy winner Re-
becca Gitlitz, who worked on the 30 for
30 short “Arthur and Johnnie” about the
Ashe brothers and the Ben Simmons
documentary “One & Done.”

The story will not only follow action
on the pitch, but address issues impor-
tant to the team.

The USWNT was part of USA TO-
DAY’s Women of the Year awards this
spring in honor of their battle for equal
pay.

“Viewers will get a fi�rst-hand look at
the pressure, the euphoria, the joy, and
the hardships that these world-class
athletes experience as they strive to
capture their third World Cup title in a
row,” the synopsis on the Netfl�ix web-
site said. “Issues ranging from racial di-
versity, LGBTQ+ rights, equal pay, fam-
ily, and motherhood are all brought to
light as the narrative unfolds.”

The docuseries is a collaboration be-
tween TIME Studios, Words + Pictures,
and Togethxr, a media company co-
owned by Morgan and other decorated
women athletes, including Sue Bird,
Chloe Kim and Simone Manuel.

The project follows in the footsteps
of Netfl�ix’s other popular sports docus-
eries, including “The Last Dance,”
“Break Point,” “Full Swing” and “Drive to
Survive,” which is widely credited with
spurring the growth of Formula 1 in the
United States.

USWNT forward Megan Rapinoe
celebrates on Nov. 10 with forward
Alex Morgan after scoring against
Germany. USA TODAY SPORTS

Netfl�ix docuseries
to chart USWNT’s
World Cup run
Victoria Hernandez USA TODAY


